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 Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 5, because Spring Starts Here in Downtown Shawnee! The Spring Starts Here 
event is from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and will continue to include business open houses, the farmers’ market, food trucks, 
kids’ activities, and a volunteer beautification project. Businesses are welcome to host sidewalk sales, sell food outside, 
or host additional activities.
 We are continuing the scavenger hunt this year, which replaced the previous punch card promotion. Each business 
that signs up to participate in the open house event will be included in the scavenger hunt. Guests will be required to 
visit businesses and locate an item or complete a task to receive a sign-off on their activity map. City staff will work with 
businesses to determine what their scavenger hunt item/task will be. Those visitors that complete a certain number of the 
scavenger hunt items will be eligible to win prizes. 
 We appreciate all of the businesses that hosted an open house last year and are asking you to do it again. Please plan to 
host a business open house on Saturday, May 5. Please plan to be open during the hours of the event. If you know that you 
would like to participate in the event, fill out the form located inside this mailing and return it to the Planning Department 
by Friday, March 30. You do not want to miss the opportunity!
 Make sure to follow the Shawnee Downtown Partnership on Facebook to stay up to date. We encourage your business 
to share information about the event through social media and word of mouth. 
 If you have questions, contact Lauren Grashoff at 742-6226 or lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org.

Spring Starts Here – Downtown Open House

Nieman Road is Open for Business!
 All businesses along Nieman Road are still open and ready for your business! The City understands the disruption 
to downtown businesses due to the construction. We want to help support your businesses throughout the progress. 
Please contact Lauren Grashoff, Neighborhood Planner, at 742-6226, or Dave Holtwick, Business Liaison, at 742-6214 
with your concerns or ideas about how we can help. 



Please return this flyer by FRIDAY, MARCH 30th

• e-mail lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org; or
• call (913) 742-6226; or
• fax this page after completing the form below to (913) 631-7351

Check all that apply:
 
____  I will hold an open house on Saturday, May 5th AND participate in the scavenger hunt
     
           My business hours will be:  _________________________________________________

____  I will offer the following specials or promotions:

Business:  ____________________________________________________________________
Contact Name:  ________________________________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:  _______________________________________________________________
E-mail Address:  _______________________________________________________________

Shawnee Downtown Partnership
Chairperson

Mike Unterreiner, Hartman Hardware

Vice Chairperson
Chris Calkins, Calkins Electric Supply

Paul Chaffee Planning Director
Elaine Copp Mattes Appraisal
Michelle Distler Mayor
Lauren Grashoff Neighborhood Planner
Connie Harrell The Doll Cradle
Scott Harvey, DC Back in Motion
Eric Jenkins Councilmember Ward 2
Thomas Seberger Resident
Ann Smith-Tate Chamber of Commerce President
Mike VanLandingham  Resident
Jeff Vaught The Vaught Group
Carolyn Vivian Resident
Jeremy Whitely Resident
Steven Wise Planning Commission

NO EP

11110 Johnson Drive  Shawnee, Kansas 66203

 We have three new City Councilmembers who officially 
took office in January. Starting Monday, April 2nd, keep an 
eye on the City's Facebook page because we'll be featuring 
a different member of the Governing Body each day so you 
can get to know them even better! You'll be able to learn 
things about them including what they'd like to see happen 
in the next 5 years in Shawnee and where their favorite 
Shawnee spots are!

Welcome Councilmembers
 Want to see cute videos of local kids testing 
out our local parks? How about pictures of new 
restaurants, stores and buildings going up?
 If you want to stay up to the minute on everything 
shaking in Shawnee, stay social with us!
 Follow the City of Shawnee on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Nextdoor and YouTube!

Stay Social With Shawnee

ESUHO



 The Nieman Now! projects are in full swing and we thank everyone for their patience throughout the construction. 
Please note that throughout the projects the speed limit has been reduced to 25 mph on Nieman Road to make sure all 
of the workers stay safe while on the job. 

Below are updates on each of the improvement projects: 
• 6200 Block of Nieman stormwater project - This project includes replacing the existing box culverts under 

Nieman Road just north of Shawnee Mission Parkway, reconstruction of adjacent vertical walls and relocation 
of sanitary sewers. The new retaining walls on the east and west sides of Nieman Road have been constructed. 
Additional utility work, grading, and culvert improvements are still underway. The project is expected to be 
completed in late spring 2018 depending upon the weather.

• Nieman Middle stormwater project - Box culverts under Nieman Road will be replaced to alleviate flooding of 
nearby properties and streets. Construction of the new parking lot south of Old Shawnee Pizza has been completed, 
including rerouting of Roger Rd. The project is about 80% complete. 

• Nieman Road - The Nieman Road improvements will narrow the roadway to three lanes with a recreational trail 
on the east side of the street and sidewalk on the west side. Streetscape enhancements and other amenities will 
also be included. Final Plans approval by the Governing Body is expected in late March. Construction, including 
relocation of overhead utilities, is expected to begin by May. The first phase of construction is planned for Nieman 
Road between Johnson Drive and Shawnee Mission Parkway. Additionally, concept plans have been developed for 
several project amenities. Illustrations with more details are available on the City’s website. 

• Nieman North stormwater project - Improvements will be made to the existing stormwater drainage channel 
west of Nieman Road to west of Flint Street. The improvements will also include construction of a trail on the 
south side of the new channel. Construction began in January 2018 with all sanitary relocation work already 
completed. Installation of block channel walls and box culverts is underway. Construction is currently about 10-
15% complete, and is expected to be wrapped up in October.

• Flint Street improvements - The Flint Street project will include complete street reconstruction with curbs, 
gutters, stormwater management and sidewalk. Preliminary Plans were approved by the Governing Body on 
February 26. Final Plans are still pending approval. Flint Street is closed between W. 60th St. and W. 60th Terr. 
through October 31. Local access will be provided as needed. 

• The Nieman South stormwater project (COMPLETED) - Construction of the new creek channel, pedestrian 
bridge and trail east of Nieman Road has been completed. 

 We will be updating any traffic changes and project developments online at www.cityofshawnee.org/NiemanNow 
and via the City’s social media accounts on Facebook, Twitter, and Nextdoor. Sign-up to receive email updates by 
clicking “E-Subscribe” under the “Online Services” title on the City’s website.

NOW!
NIEMAN

Downtown Incentive Programs 
 The City of Shawnee offers a range of incentive programs for new and existing businesses in downtown Shawnee. 
Maintaining a positive image is important to the City. The appearance of the downtown area plays a vital role in the 
perception of the quality of the community. The City wants to encourage businesses to invest in their buildings by 
making improvements to their buildings. The improved appearance of buildings will make downtown more attractive to 
customers and to new businesses, contributing to the enhanced viability of the entire area, and to the entire community. 

Improvement Grant: Commercial property owners are eligible for $2,000 as reimbursement for exterior improvements. 

Tax Rebate (KNRA): Commercial or residential property owners are eligible for a rebate of 90% of the Ad Valorem 
taxes incurred due to an increase in appraised value resulting from improvements undertaken. Appraised property 
value must increase a minimum of $5,000 to be eligible.

Loan Incentive: Residential and commercial property owners may receive loans for between $5,000 and $50,000 
through local participating bank for exterior building improvements. The Downtown Improvement Loan interest rate 
will be 1.5% below the rate normally offered by the lending institution, with the difference being paid by the City.

Business Incentive: Business owners may receive loans for between $5,000 and $50,000 through local participating 
bank at 1.5% below the rate normally offered by the lending institution for costs associated with opening the new 
business or expanding the current business, or business owners may receive a grant of $2,500 as reimbursement for 
tenant finish improvements.

Restaurant Incentive: Restaurants are eligible for up to $2,500 in reimbursement for the costs of purchasing and 
installing one new grease interceptor at a new restaurant location. 

Fire Safety Program: A reimbursement grant for installing a new fire line to accommodate a fire sprinkler system. 
Eligible buildings include those that were built prior to the year 2000 and undergo any change of use, expansion, or 
additions that result in the need for fire sprinkler systems. The grant is available for 20% of the cost of installing the 
new fire line up to $5,000. 

 Applications for the grants are available on the Downtown Partnership’s web page on the City’s website 
or in the Planning Department at City Hall. For more information contact Lauren Grashoff at 742-6226 or at  
lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org. 
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G O O D  T I M E S S T A R T  H E R E

www.oldshawneedays.org

Thursday, May 31 - Sunday, June 3
Shawnee Town 1929 • 11600 Johnson Drive, Shawnee Kansas

FESTIVAL HOURS
Thursday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

(carnival, concert & food booths only)
Friday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Parade at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

 Join us on Saturday, April 7, for a free Healthy 
Yards Expo. The Expo will take place at the Shawnee 
Civic Centre from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Come 
learn about good maintenance practices for your 
lawn and FREE soil testing. For more information 
on the Johnson County Healthy Yards Expo, visit  
www.johnson.ksu.edu or call 715-7000.

Healthy Yards Expo

The line into the recycling event will be cut off at 11:00 a.m. 
All vehicles in the parking lot at 11:00 a.m. will have their items collected.

Donations will help off-set costs of the event and the remaining donations will go to the Shawnee Mayor’s Christmas Tree 
Fund and the Merriam Parks, Recreation, and Community Center Foundation.

Thanks to our partners:
City of Merriam, PROSHRED, Secure E-Cycle, Johnson County Household Hazardous Waste,

Shawnee Lions Club and Merriam Lions Club

Electronics Recycling
All electronics recycled at no charge except the following: 
Recycle CRT monitors - $15
CRT, DLP, Rear Projection, and Wood Console TV's - $25
Bike Collection
Used bikes will be refurbished and given to 
community service organizations.

Latex Paint Collection
Latex paint only
No commercial institutions' paint will be accepted.

Paper Shredding
Regular File Box - Suggested $5 donation per box
Large File Box - Suggested $10 donation per box

"Spring Fling" Recycling Event
April 7, 2018 • 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Lee Jeans Parking Lot (67th & Lee Drive, Merriam, Kansas)

May - October

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
City Hall Parking Lot

Eyeglass Collection
Used eyeglasses will be donated to those in needJean Collection

For the Shawnee Scarecrow Festival
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